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Students will see politics in a whole new light after reading Hudson's provocative and popular text in

which he raises fundamentally important questions: Does our National security state threaten the

very democratic rights it is meant to defend? Does the expansion of judicial power endanger the

tenets of our electoral system? Does the privileged position of business undermine economic equity

and fairness? Focusing on eight challenges to American democracy, Hudson provides balanced,

clear-sighted recommendations for reform, emphasizing that the strength of our political system

rests on our ability to respond to these pressing issues.
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"I am continually impressed by Hudson's mastery of the scholarship in all of the areas he writes

about. The main strength of American Democracy in Peril is its ability to encourage students to think

more critically about the quality of democracy in the United States. Hudson goes beyond the

boundaries of government institutions to show how important aspects of our economic system pose

serious challenges to our democratic principles and processes." -- Douglas Amy "American

Democracy in Peril is an accessible yet challenging text for students. It's a textbook that doesn't feel

like a textbook and seriously engages issues and some important texts in political science." -- Kellan

Anfinson "Most students have very little conception of what democracy really means. In American

Democracy in Peril, Hudson does a great job of explaining what democracy is, how it's supposed to

work, and how it actually works. The book's strengths lie in the questions it raises related to



democracy and in the examples given to support its arguments." -- Manuel Avalos

William E. Hudson is professor of political science at Providence College. He is the author of The

Libertarian Illusion, American Democracy in Peril, 5th Edition, and Experiencing Citizenship:

Concepts and Models for Service-Learning in Political Science (with Richard Battistoni). Hudson has

published numerous articles on public policy issues in journals such as Political Science Quarterly,

Polity, Western Political Quarterly, Economic Development Quarterly, and Policy Studies Journal.
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